Logistics for MER Landing Site Workshop

Sept. 17-18th at Cornell University

The next MER Landing Site Workshop will be held Sept. 17-18th, 2001, on the campus of Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. The meeting will take place all day on the 17th and end at noon on the 18th. The meeting will be followed by an Athena Science Team Meeting/MER PSG. 

The Landing Site Workshop will last all day on the 17th and the first half of the 18th. It is anticipated that many MER Project personnel will likely attend the landing site meeting.

The Landing Site Workshop will be held in the sixth floor conference room of the Johnson Art Museum on the Cornell campus. A wine and cheese reception will be held at the end of the first day of the meeting.  

A block of sleeping rooms is being held at the Best Western University Inn at East Hill Plaza.  The phone number there is 607-272-6100. Please make your reservations BEFORE Aug. 16 as that is the date the rooms will be released for general sale.  When making your room reservation, please use the identifier "Athena Science Team."  A major credit card is required to hold the rooms.  The Best Western is offering a government rate of $57 per night plus tax for single and double rooms.

The easiest way to get to Ithaca is to fly directly into the Ithaca Airport. Ithaca is served by US Airways, with three jet flights from Pittsburgh daily.  Direct flights on commuter aircraft are also available to Ithaca from New York LaGuardia, Washington Dulles, Philadelphia, and Boston. Alternatively, Syracuse Airport is about an hour and a quarter from Ithaca by car.

Please let us know if you plan to rent a car and what days you plan to drive/park on the Cornell campus. This is necessary so we can send you a map of the campus as well as parking permits (one needed for each day of the meeting).  Best Western does provide a free shuttle service from the airport to the hotel and to the Cornell campus, but seating is limited to seven passengers.

If you plan to attend, please let Pam Smith know (send an email to her at: psmith@astro.cornell.edu). She is coordinating the meetings.  Let her know if you need a campus map and parking permits.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Pam by phone at 607-255-2692.

