Minutes of the Mars Landing Site Selection Steering Committee Meeting

Held at the Olive Garden Restaurant, Huntington Drive, Arcadia/Pasadena, California

January 10th, 2003

Meeting Convened at 1:00 p.m.

The meeting was dedicated to a review of the process employed for involving the community in the landing site selection process.

There was unanimous agreement that the process was successful and worthwhile. Several noted the importance of keeping the community up do date on decisions regarding site recommendations and eventual selection by Ed Weiler now that the workshops are over. 

A comment was also made that it will be important to remind people in the community that they can still contribute to study of the landing site via the means described by Steve Squyres in his talk on the last day of the 4th Workshop (see Workshop Report). 

It was also pointed out that the tables of testable hypotheses emerging from the workshop should be distributed to speakers at the 4th workshop for comment. 

John Grant took the action to implement these suggestions.

A comment was made regarding the importance of engaging scientists in the MDAP Characterization program in the process of evaluating the sites. It was also pointed out that assistance in the processing of relevant data sets (e.g., related to implementation of MOLA models) was worthwhile and could be considered appropriate for funding. It was suggested that the relevant NRA’s might be modified to include mention of such opportunities.

The importance of access to all relevant data sets was also stressed as important in ensuring the success of the landing site selection process. As an example, some THEMIS data were generously made available to members of the steering committee prior to release so as to enable its analysis in review of the sites. Such actions are commended and it was pointed out that NASA HQ could help to ensure that all relevant data is made available to those involved in the landing site selection process.

Cathy Weitz to the action to explore these possibilities at NASA Headquarters

Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

